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A Brief Introduction of CASS and CASS 

Library

n The Chinese Academy of Social Sciences
�CASS�is the think-tank of Chinese 
government and one of the top academic 
institutions in humanities and social sciences 
in China.

n The CASS Library (Center for Documentation 
and Information, CASS) ——one entity with 
two names. 

n The CASS Library system include main library 
(CASS Library ) and 18 branch libraries.
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Digital resource construction

n ����� Subscribed databases

n ����� Self-built databases

n ������ Social science data 



����� Subscribed 

databases

n ��������80�����������������

���������������������������
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n By now, we bought about 80 databases, 
which cover almost all academic research 
fields in CASS, including e-journals, e-books, 
yearbooks, newspapers, reference books and 
statistic databases. 



�������Chinese 

databases

n ��������CNKI��������������������
���������������������������apabi�
�������������������������������
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n Chinese databases include: CNKI, VIP journal full-text 
database, Newspaper & Journal Articles Reprint Series 
by the People's University, China Infobank, Chinese 
economic information network, DRCnet (Development 
and research center for state council )�Siku Quanshu�
Siku Congkan, Founder Apabi e-books and yearbooks, 
People Daily, Wanfang Dissertation database, etc.



�����Foreign databases

JSTOR�Elsevier ScienceDirect�Sage�Wiley-
BlackWell�Emerald�ECONLIT full-text�
ProQuest ARL�Proquest Asia Business�Kluwer
Online�CEIC�OECD�OCLC First Search�World 
Bank e-Library�World Development Index�
Global Development Financial�NetLibrary�Gale 
Biography Resource Center�History Resource 
Center�Literature Resource Center and 
NewsBank, etc.



�����self-built databases

n ���������������������“��”
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n citation database, specific literature 
databases, multimedia databases and 
“Sanku” project, and so on.
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CHSSCD Citation database

1999�5��������������������������700��
�����������2004��2008������������������
���

In May 1999, we launched Chinese Humanities and 
Social Sciences Citation Database Project. This 
database covers about 700 source journals. Based on 
CHSSCD, we published Core Journals in Chinese 
Humanities and Social Sciences in 2004 and 2008.
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specific literature databases

n �������� China studies databases 

n ���������World History Timelines 

n ������Korean Peninsula materials 

n �������� China's economic events 

n ……
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Multimedia database

n ������“����������”�“����������

�”�“���������”“Multimedia database 

of the Chinese nation”, “Chinese ethnic 
minority language database”, “Customs 
picture and video database”

n ���������digital museum of   

Archeology



“��”�� Sanku Project

2006�������������������������
“��”���

In 2006, we launched “sanku” project, 
which includes research achievements 
database, journal database and research 
staffs information database. 



������

Social Science data sets

n ��������“Wuxi and Baoding Rural Economic and 

Social Survey database” was started since early 1930s

n �����������China Urban Labor Market survey 

databases 

n �����������China 100 counties and cities economic 

and social survey 

n ���� China national research Project began since 2007
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We pushed the resources promotion 
and user training, developed the platform 
for digital resources integration and 
presentation, organized and participated in 
some resource sharing collaboration 
projects. 
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resources promotion and user 

training

n �������������������

n ���������������������

n ��������

n user training

n Posting introduction materials in different 
institutes via branch libraries.

n Digital reference services



���������Integration and 

presentation of digital resources

n ��������E-journal navigation

n ������Cross-database Search 
Systems

n ������NoteExpress

www.lib.cass.org.cn
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resource sharing collaboration 

projects

n �����������

Union Cataloguing System of Chinese 
Academy and local academies of social 
sciences nationwide.

n CASHL������

CASHL documentation delivery 



���� The effects of the 

services

� � � � �  Downl oads of  ar t i cl es
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The number of downloads increased year by year from 2004 to 2008. 



����� Problems and 

Challenges

������� on subscribed databases

n ����������long term preservation

n �������������duplication of e-
resources with hardcopy 



����� Problems and 

Challenges

n ����������������

sustainable development of locally 
created databases and inefficient use 

n “�����,�����”

“The death databases will lead people to 
die, the active databases will force 
people to die.”



����� Problems and 

Challenges

��������������

management and openness of the social science data sets 

n ��������������������������������������

������

Most of them are preserved separately, not much promotion on 
them, and data management level is lower. The use rights of 
the databases are restricted among project team members. 

n ��������������������������������������

����������������

On management sector, they are lack of awareness of data 
sharing, there is no regulations. Less people know about the 
current status of data sharing abroad, even less people know 
about how to manage the social science data sets. 



These are the problems we faced 
nowadays and solution-seeking is on 
the way.



Thanks!
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