
From Aggregation to Access:
Building Digital Collections collectively



Post-Gutenberg

ÂñWhat are the pressures, from your point of 
view driving the retention or otherwise of 
print collections. Do you think that there 
will be an availability or should there be, of 
print collections across this section of the 
world. This should be especially in the 
context of Google Books. Europe has such 
a rich tradition emerging from 
Gutenberg. What is post-Gutenberg for the 
print collections?ò 



A history of libraries: 19 th

Century 

Â The development of the 
concept of public libraries 
and public good

Â Panizzi, Dewey, Carnegie

Â The Procrustean Bed



A history of libraries: early 20 th

Century
ÂCooperation and the 

Russian Revolution

Â Interlending to St 
Petersburg

Â Latitude = 59º26'N

Longitude = 024º46'E 



A history of libraries: late 20 th

century

ÂMARC

Â AACR2

ÂOCLC

ÂDublin Core

ÂUAP/UBC



The failure of Librarians

1. Making the technology work too well

2. Lack of underpinning philosophy

3. Rise of the managerial technocrat

4. Complacency

5. Failure to engage with e - resources

a) Obsessed with licences

b) Digitising oddities



The Good Old Dayséé..



ñCabinets of curiositiesò

C.A.I.N.
Scottish Antarctic Expedition

Glasgow Digital Library



Red Clydeside




